Redbridge Grammar School 11 Plus Selection Test
If you would like your child to take the 11 plus selection test for the Redbridge grammar
school (either Woodford County High School for girls or Ilford County High School for
boys) please read this section carefully.
Earlier test date than previous years
The procedure for grammar school selection testing has changed from February 2012,
following the publication by the Department for Education of the new statutory School
Admissions Code. This new legislation requires ‘testing before application’ which means
that once a child has been tested we will inform parents whether their child has a realistic
chance or not of being offered a place at the school, before the deadline to apply for
secondary schools on 31 October 2012.
This allows parents to continue with realistic school preferences on their normal
application for their child’s initial transfer to secondary school by the deadline of 31
October 2012, according to the child’s performance at the test either naming the
grammar school, if indications show there is a possibility of an offer at the school, or
naming an alternative to the grammar school if indications show there is little chance of a
place being offered.
A letter with the outcome of the tests will be sent to parents on Friday 12 October 2012,
which will explain the score breakdown and whether the child will have a realistic chance
of being offered a place at the grammar school or not before you express a preference for
the school.
Open evening
There will be an open evening at the grammar schools to give you and your child the
chance to look at the school, listen to the head teacher’s speech and find out more about
being a student there.



Ilford County High School for boys: 6pm Tuesday 26 June 2012.
Woodford County High School for girls: 6.30-8.30pm Thursday 28 June 2012.

Deadline to register for test
Please note that the deadline to register with Transfer Admissions is Thursday 5 July 2012
in order for your child to be considered for testing.
Complete the form
We strongly encourage parents to complete their application online on the Redbridge
website by the closing date of Thursday 5 July 2012. Only for those who are unable to
apply online, there is a paper form towards the end of this information.
What documentation is required?
The documentation required when you submit your application which may be scanned
and emailed to elevenplus@redbridge.gov.uk is below. If you are submitting a paper
supplementary information form (SIF), a photocopy of each is acceptable at this stage – if
you would like acknowledgement of receipt please enclose a stamped addressed
envelope at the same time.



1)
2)
3)

4)
5)
6)

Proof of date of birth, and
three current proofs of residence from the following documents:
Council Tax details: statements (mandatory), payment books, slips,
Utility bills less than 3 months old: electricity, gas, landline phone – which must
show home phone no.
Tenancy agreement – NB those with tenancy agreements will normally be
required to provide a copy of their coverage under the Tenancy Deposit
Protection Scheme or other deposit protection as applies to the tenancy showing
payment dates
Tax credit award notice (TC602) for the current financial year 2012/13
UK Driving Licence
Rent book

Photo Identity Form
Your child must bring the Photo Identity Form with him or her for the test, which was
signed by your child’s head teacher, so please keep it safe for the test. If your child does
not have his or her form or if it is not signed by their head teacher, he or she will not be
able to take the test.
For this, a small, recent, passport sized photograph of your child will be required to be
attached by a staple to the Photo Identity Form. Your child’s head teacher must sign both
the form and photograph, and attach the school compliment slip or school stamp to the
Photo Identity Form.
Your child’s invitation to the test
You will receive a letter at least two weeks before the date of the test telling you your
child’s test centre and what time your child must be there for registration and so on.
The test will take place at one of our nominated test centres. Usually the tests are taken in
a classroom setting in a Redbridge school. Your child should bring with them to the test
venue the completed and signed Photo Identity Form together with 2 HB pencils and a
rubber. Both tests are multiple choice and the answer sheets were designed to be
completed by an HB pencil.
Results of the test
Parents will be sent a letter with advice on their child’s overall position, in order of total
standardised test score, by first class post on Friday 12 October 2012, that is, before the
deadline for expression of preferences on 31 October 2012. This letter will not be either an
offer or refusal of a place at the school.
Common catchment area
The schools have a common catchment area and you can find more information about
this on the main 11 plus web page under ‘Information contained in the guidance’. If
parents live outside this catchment area, consideration for a place at one of these schools
will be given after all the requests from those within the catchment area have been met.
This means that children from outside the catchment will only be tested if places cannot
be filled from those resident within the catchment. Given the high number of applicants
from within the catchment every year, this is very unlikely. In fact, over at least the last five
years, no place has been offered to a child living outside the common catchment area.

The Redbridge selection tests will be arranged only for children whose parents certify that
they intend the child to be resident within the common catchment area continuously
until the deadline for expression of preferences.

Information about the Redbridge test
High level of ability
Please be aware that the level of ability for entry to both schools is very high. Please make
sure that you are confident that your child has the ability to take the tests. If you are not
sure about your child’s ability, please talk to your child’s head teacher or class teacher who
can advise you. Even if your child’s school thinks your child has the ability to pass the tests
this does not guarantee that your child will score highly and be offered a place.
The Redbridge 11 plus selection test is one of the most difficult in the country and is not
comparable with tests available to the general public (for example, in newsagents).
The test consists of two multiple choice tests: a verbal reasoning test of 90 questions to be
answered in 50 minutes; this makes it one of the longest verbal reasoning test in the
country; the second is a non-verbal reasoning test, made up of four timed sections, with a
total of 75 questions to be answered in 39 minutes. Your child must sit both tests.
The examination board is GL Assessment but please note that the tests are written by
them specifically for Redbridge and to a greater degree of difficulty than those available
commercially.
Preparation for the tests
Many parents ask how they should prepare their child for the Redbridge test which is
designed to test your child’s natural or innate ability. There are no sample or practice
papers available, however, each section of the test contains at least one example question
and its answer.
You do not have to prepare your child for the Redbridge tests and you cannot get past
copies of the tests that are used, as the Authority does not own the copyright to do so.
Parents should be aware that there is no guarantee that your child will get a place at the
grammar school, even if they have had extensive preparation.
It is of concern to us and the two grammar schools that extensive coaching or tutoring for
the 11 plus selection test is not appropriate and could be very expensive for parents
without any guarantee of a school offer. It could also seriously affect a child’s ability to
cope with the normal academic demands of the grammar school. We want all children
joining Ilford and Woodford County High Schools to thrive at the school not struggle
because they cannot cope with the standard of work expected.
Unable to take the tests
If your child is unwell or unfit, you should not let them take the tests if this would impair
their ability; contact the Transfer Admissions team for advice. Late testing will be arranged
only if you can provide a doctor’s certificate or proof of why your child could not sit on the
original test date. If you knowingly let your child sit the tests when they are unfit, the
Authority cannot be responsible for the outcome.

If you no longer want your child to take the tests, please let the Admissions team know
well before the day of the test. The cost to the Authority per candidate to sit the grammar
schools tests is very high.
Standardisation
The tests will be standardised according to your child’s age on the test date; candidates
have age-weighted points added to their test results where appropriate. This is called
‘standardisation’ and it means that being older or younger disadvantages no child. The
standardisation takes into account the number of children taking the test, their average
age and their average score, determined separately for the two tests, non-verbal and
verbal reasoning. Information from the National Foundation for Educational Research
(NfER) which provides the standardisation on our behalf advises, “Test scores cannot be
directly compared or combined on the basis of raw scores alone. It is not meaningful to
compare or add together raw scores from tests of a different type, of different length, of
different time-limit or of different difficulty. On the other hand, standardised scores are
suitable for this purpose and adding together standardised scores ensures that the tests
all have equal weight.”
Once you have received the outcome of your child’s test
The deadline to apply for your child’s transfer to secondary school is Wednesday 31
October 2012 – please apply online to your home authority, for those resident in
Redbridge, that is www.redbridge.gov.uk.
If your letter of 12 October 2012 regarding the outcome of your child’s Redbridge test
explains that your child would have a realistic chance of gaining a place at the Redbridge
grammar school, you would be advised to list the Redbridge grammar school as one of
your six preferences with your home authority. You must therefore rank all the schools in
which you are interested for your child in your preferred order.
If you then decide to list the Redbridge grammar school as one of your secondary school
preferences you must name the school on your home authority’s application. This is
important.
Late application
Late applications will only be considered after those applicants who met the deadline. A
vacant place will only be allocated to a candidate who meets the qualifying standard of
those on time candidates already offered places at the school. Should two or more
candidates achieve this standard, the place will be offered to the candidate with the
highest qualifying total standardised score with distance as tie-break. If a vacant place still
exists after this procedure has taken place, on time candidates who were tested and
achieved the next highest total standardised score in overall order of merit will be
considered.
The common catchment area
The map and description regarding the schools’ catchment area can be found on the
main 11 plus web page under ‘Information contained in the guidance’.

